
V

e-
0

Subject: Plans and Action for " Society for Cultural Contacts with

Ukraine"

Source : as usual

Date	 11 Nov 3.966

1. On 20 Sept 1966 from 11.30 to 13.30 hrs CHERNIAVSKY visited

Dr Kl at her home and among other things discussed with her the
neccoAty" of establishing as soon asPossible of a Society for

7	 cultural contacts with Ukraine. In his opinion the need for such an

organization was at the pre;-3ent paramount because it waa mandatory

to have some "iormal body" to negotiate with the representatives of

Soviet ukraine aad to take care of contaots with Kiev. As long as Dr

and her friends remained just "private people" they will be hampered

in their dealings with Kiev. They have to show who tney are and what is

their strength because there are Aany influential individuals in Kiev

who contend that Kiev had no need to pay taemuch attention " to

a few private persons" like Dr Kl and her friends.
.1eferring to their previous talks on Dr Kl's trip to Ukraine

CHERNTAVSKY said. that he was still of the opinion that Dr 1:1 should not
hv to Kiev with Dr LEVETSKY but he was now all for creation of

the :.,:)ciety for contacts with Ukraine as this would help her tremendously

in her nec;',:iations with Kiev next year when t as he was sure, she will
come there.

2. ChERNIAVSKY mentioned DRACH and PAVLYCEIKO as one of those

cases of which such a Society would take care. As long ,however, as
there was no such organization , he asked Dr KI to help him in
arranging a lietrary evening for boant a the Round Table Club or at
the Union of id4. iters "Slovo". In his view, the best way to arrange it would
bc to introduce them to people from the Round Table Club and 51ovo
at Dr Kl's house and then the former would agree with the representatives
of both orfiganization on data and program of the meeting with the public.
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3. Dr Kl promised to help in contacting the Club a qd jloVo but
she couldn't say anything definite moreover in view of recent ::evelopments
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in the Ukraine ( arrests and trials of intellectuals). Dr Kl doubted

the writers in exile would be willing to arrange anything for DRACH

and PAVLYCHKO at the present but she will talk to semeone from there.

.he etresecd thetact how harmful those arrests and trials were for

any development of cultural contacts,and for the :earae reason he saw

no prospects for eatablishment of a Soviety for cultural cobtacts with

Kiev, at the present.

- B -

1. On 12 Oct 1966 a• -el was vieited by Ye.REK .:0 Ivan of Chicago 9

I11. ( from td.00 to 20.00 hr). YAREMKO pressed very strongly on the

neceseity of organizing the Socieey for cultural contacts with Ukraine

now and with ne delays. He called it the Society of Friendship and

its program described as a/ organizing of trips to Ukraine;
b/inviting of Soviet Ukrainian delegations

and artistic eneemblca;
c/ import of books, literature and other

"cultural values" from Ukraine*

YAREAKO used more or lese the same arguments as CHERNIAVSKY
streseing even stronger than the latter that " a few private individuals

toehaVe,
etre no partners for the goverhment in Kiev and one has A eor t eat purpose

at leas L eelee sort of organizateon". YUrthermere, it uas in the interest
of those Concerned with cultural contacts to have such a body

to co-ordinate, control, and e&enline the whole development of

cultural enehange between Ukraine and emigration. Otherwise, Kiev will
approach individually various private people and use them for

cultural exchange. This would deprive Dr K1 and others of negotiating

power and of control oil what was going on betweAl the Ukraine and the

emigraticn.
Being realistic YAREMKO sugeested - one should also not press too
hard on various points of demands on the part of emigration. Finally

what were all these few people in comparison with Ukrainian goverament?
he asked. Also tactically it was better to put forward fewer demands



and thus increase chances for their materialization.

For that reaeon,for instance, one should not	 reJ.igiousoue

desiderata at the present as there werOito prospects: far revival
of Celolic Ukrainian Church in the West Ukraine , anyway.

L. Yi=d :iK0 said that he himself, Dr la and STAKILLV Engen should

finally take inieieteive in their hands to create a Society of

1Prendehip with bhraine. They should also take advantage of

BIL0h6LOS I and others' presence in New York and enter with them into

negotiations on the eatter.of the Society of I'renC6hip.

In Chicaeo,III.he eas able to ascertain that more and more people

are in favor of development of cultural conteets with Ukraine

and now was the time to finalize an foleealize this matter organizationally.

One sheuld pay lie attention to attacks of Laederivtei and melnykivtsi,

the: mono they will attack the Society the bdter for it, This will only

strengthen the ecoition of the Socirty vis-a-vis Kiev and the

Mieeieu here.

3. elsked who would cinstitute the membership of the society

Y;-.REii-C) replied that first one should talk who should be eliminated

from it a eriori. Eeside henderivtsi and alukivtsi l the prolo& must

be eliminated as well. It was absolutely mandatory to ohclude

thePreIog from all those affairs.

Asked why, YARENKO replied , that no one In Kiev would talk with people
from Prolog because Proliighis involved in a worldwide intelligence-  
activity, Also their behaviour is such that only makesnervousKie.v.
Take ,for instance, Erelog e s.recent and latest announcements

about the arrests and trialo in the Ukraine. -64 did they publish this

stuff in their own name making it clear to everybody that they,e.1are the only one who got , oilogtgeotal, And obviously, they must have
got them only through intelligence channels.
In YAREMK'S opinion it would have been much better if	 eone else not

Prolog, and preferably loreigu press woul A"vin-iletet ehoh
eee	 e4

informations • Otherwise the Prolog authomat4eally.olo ses all the gates



to proper channels in Kiev. And it is a pitty, because raclog has

quite a few very intelligent people who could do a lot is this field,

4. When D" Kl'remarked that STAKEIV waa alao a Prolog man,

YARETIKO thought STAKHIV could act independently and one should.

convince him to do so.

5. In YILRLi'li.O s e opinion the Society could not include such

people as TOIL:PLO or LEVYTSKYI but should not avoid any contacts
with them either. On tne contrary , it would be innthe interest of
the 6ociety of irendzhip to have comAion ses6ions and gatherings with
ftprogressives".

In this manaer the Society would slitinate any influence of progressives
in Kiev and in the Missi ,.:n in New York as well t and become the
representative for all the contacts with Ukraine.
YAREMKO indicated that this ws not only his ewo idea butithat of some
people in the Hision,a0MM On this occasion he tried to impress

, Dr K1 that he had quite a atrong position with the Miscion and Kiev
and promiaed to •elItheeto give 401,/green light" for granting visa for
SHMEIKO Vira,

6. Referring to the Prolog again YUE1K0 said that of course
not all the people in , and asaociated with,Prolog, are ouch that

have to be a priori excluded from any conta.:ts with U krainia*SrAu Kiev
but he knew who was who in Troiog and as far as its hard core was

concerned they were no goodifo: the action he was planning.

7. YAREMO complained that because of delaying tactics of Dr
Kl he missed so many ov i,ortunities to finalize cultural exchange
with Kiev and repented now that he did not go without her this year to
Kiev.
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Anyway ) -tlow	 s time to do something definite,moreover that he is being

preeoed by his personal matters as well. He is goigg to divorce his

wife as they don't live together forlengerthan a year by now, and his wife

had no underatanding for Ukrainian affairs.

.4-

1. Late evening 19 Oct 1966 TAREMKO met with STAKHIV and Dr 81 at
the latter's him.. He put forward Egain his suggestions but STAKHIV and Dr KL

made it at once clear to him that "present arrangements through Dr KL " were

quite sufficient and therrao need for anything els* as long as Kiev was not

ready for any concessions on its part.
2. On 20 Oct	 YAREMKO visited Main Dr K10gmplained about *et Ask•

G.„1,IIEVELv zJ prLbence In i.t,w yor:k_ to iatmediately enter into_
negotiations w,th tue ai ;ion ou the nre-of cultural contacts with Kiev.

SHEVEL, and not BILOI_OLOS is the highest ranking offioial now at the

Misaion. He is really big shot and he decides on everything. He also

controls BILO'AOLOS, dis man here is KOCHUBEY who stands much higher than
ChEJZIAVKY. YAIiIiIKO-khowa all that for sure, moreover just last Tuesday

( 18 Oct 1966) he was to the party at the Mission and met there SHEVEL.

The latter tried to get rid of Yaremko's question by jokes and generalities
and 1-r''Ived himself like a boss who couldn't care about anything.

When 1:11_Etv i-CO asked SHEVEL why there were no Ukrainian films abroad	 he
replied t) ,-;aoTe there/no good Ukrainian films at all. ',Jaen YAEM-U

complained about usage of Russian in Ukrainian Soviet offices on AAP highest
levels , SilEVEL just laughed at him. But in YARENKC I S opinion
SHEVEL knows a lot about emigration and on him depended very much .
Inciaentalla together with Yaa'at,ra0 there were at the party at the Mission
also a0aaeH Yuri,TOLORKU a.,0101hInS, and ;dm FAVLYOIIKO and L_-,AC11.

3. 1.. e1erring to HOLUBNYCHYI'S paper read at the :ciound iable Club
on 19 Oct 1966 , YAREMKO said that he agreed with UOLUBNYCHYPS
asertion that there were evidently two groups in Kiev whose "emigre
lineN did not always see eye to eye wit each other. Indeed, SMOLYCH'S

,
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organization was more conservative and more inimical to emigresowaereas

KOLOS00Vg44as more progresogive and genuinely interested xiik in
contacts with other than communist emitcresiCOLOSSOVA herself

be
is convinced that emigration wouldAcapable to help them in their

efforts of Ukrainization in the Ukraine and is very keen on "moving

things in proper direction".

YAREMKO mentioned again the"fact"that KOLOSSOVA must have known about

his smuggling out of DZIUBA I S speech and saw him to the airport to

avoid eventual search by customs officers. It was a pity that there

had been no response to Kolossoves attsmpts to further develop

the contacts she had started. In YEREMKO'S opinion $ the emigres should
have re-visited Kolossova in Kiev instead of putting f orward

"unrealistic demands" like those Dr K1 was suggesting.

In short, the emigres did not help KOLOSSOVA in her honest slides-ours
and hurt her badly. But now • since there are no prospects for
implementation of plans for the Society of Friendship he would like

to be at least qtouch *ith what was going on in the field of cultural
contacts in New York ,N.Y.

Apart from the Soviety of Fr*endship $ the New York
Group should think about future trips to Ukraine ,particularly of
young people. The latter especially make a very positive and very

,trong impression on Soviet youth and one shoulOtake that into
account. In his opinion this is one of the most effective instruments

of Ukrainization.

9. Referring to DRAITH and PAVLYCHKO $ YAREMKO said that there

was no point in talking with them about politics but for that purpose
one should go to Kiev and speak with "politicians".
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1. On 10 Nov 1966 YARENKO phoned Dr Kl telling her

that he came to New York City and will take part at both, the

cocktail party at the Mission and the literary evening at the Round

Table Club , on 11 Nov 1966.

He wants to see her and " Society or no society ( of FriAndship)"he is
already organizing a group to travel to Kiev on 20 June 1967.
He also mentioned that in December 3.966 Barys LEVYTSKY1 of MunicU,
Germany is coming to New York and Chicago,I11. and he is going to see

him.

2. YAREMKO asked Dr Kl whether she knew a lady by the name
POZYCHANIUK who was said to come lately from Ukraine and "who should be

a very interesting person". She should be somewhere near New York.
YARENKO is leaving on Sunday with a Polish lady for Bmffulo,N.Y.

who will leave for Poland on Monday. He did not say what her name was.
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